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AFGHANISTAN 
Statement 

HON PIERRE YANG (North Metropolitan) [5.22 pm]: I rise tonight to express my concern about the situation in 
Afghanistan. As we have seen from the images in the media in recent days, it is truly concerning, and the speed at 
which the Taliban is taking over in Afghanistan is extremely worrying. It is a problem for not only the world; it will 
also have a lot of devastating impact on the people of Afghanistan and their future. I have spoken with a few friends 
of mine who are of Afghanistan cultural heritage, and they have told me that they are speaking with their family and 
friends back in Afghanistan. In areas where there is not too much international attention, the situation is getting really 
bad. There are rumours that Taliban forces are going to take young boys and turn them into soldiers and take young 
girls and force them to marry their soldiers.  It is a horrendous situation. I wish to express my deepest concern about 
the situation and add my deepest sympathies to the people of Afghanistan and the Australian Afghan community. 
I also want to say a few words about the Australian Defence Force veterans who served in Afghanistan. I have 
a message from the Department of Veterans’ Affairs reminding veterans that if they are experiencing difficulty 
because of the situation in Afghanistan, they should reach out. I wish to thank them for their service and I want to 
thank the Department of Veterans’ Affairs for reaching out to all the veterans and encouraging them to seek assistance 
if necessary. On this point, I also want to say that the former member for Churchlands, Mr Sean L’Estrange, is an 
Afghanistan veteran who served as an infantry officer. I want to mention that I thank him for his service to Australia 
and the people of Afghanistan. I understand there will be a rally in support of the people of Afghanistan on Sunday, 
and I encourage members, if they are available, to please come and support it. 
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